
Long vowels, diphthongs 
and triphthongs

Chapter Three



English long vowels
• There are five long vowels in English.

Q1\ Draw a diagram showing the place of long vowels.

Q2\ Describe the place of long vowels.

Close\front

Close-mid

Open-mid

Open

Close\back

back



Check each word in the dictionary and listen how the vowel is pronounced



Examples

• i: \Beat, mean, peace

• З: \Bird, fern, purse, burn

• a: \ card, half, pass

• : \ horse, board, torn

• u: \ food, soon, loose



Diphthongs
• Diphthongs are sounds which consist of a movement or glide from one 

vowel to another.

• The total number of diphthongs is eight (though oa is increasingly rare). The 
easiest way to remember them is in terms of three groups divided as in this 
diagram (Fig. 7): 



Centring diphthongs 
• The centring diphthongs glide towards the ə (schwa) vowel.

•



Centring

•ɪə\ beard, weird\ fierce

•eə\ aired\cairn\ scarce

•ʊə\ moored\tour\ lure



Closing diphthongs 

• The closing diphthongs have the characteristic that they all end with a glide towards a 
closer vowel.



Closing diphthongs 



Closing diphthongs 

•eɪ\ pay\ pain\ face

•aɪ\ tide\ time \ nice

•Ɔɪ\ voice\ void\ loin

•əʊ\ load\ home\ most

•aʊ\ loud\ gown\ house



Triphthongs
• A triphthong is a glide from one vowel to another and then to a third, all 

produced rapidly and without interruption. 

• The triphthongs can be looked on as being composed of the five closing 
diphthongs described in the last section, with ə added on the end.

• There are five triphthongs in English. These are shown below.

• Use the dictionary and imitate their pronunciation.


